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Presidents’ Messsage
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As the fall air wakes us up in the morning, we remember November for the Thanksgiving season and the season of holidays that follow through January.  Of course, this year we’ll be completing the election season.  After this election season AAUW will still continue to work for reproductive rights, fair pay, support for families to achieve our AAUW strategic mission to:
advance gender equity for women and girls through research, education, and advocacy.

We’ll focus on programs that foster this AAUW mission.  On November 10 we’ll learn about a local organization, Homestretch, which supports families seeking stable housing and work opportunities.  On December 2 Rep. Gerry Connelly will give us a preview of issues that impact families in the next Congress 
Take time to enjoy the fall leaves color and smells in the air.  Enjoy Thanksgiving gatherings with family and friends.  Don’t lose your voice cheering for your favorite team as the fall football season winds down!
Please continue to give us your input for new ways to do tasks and helping with an ongoing project or program that you are passionate about.  WE NEED YOU to remain vibrant!


Anne Baxter, Mary Youman
Co-Presidents
AAUW Falls Church Area Branch
 
We are only as strong as our membership. If we want to make a difference and have an impact on policies that are important to us, we cannot let up on building our branch. Please help by inviting a friend to come to the NOVEMBER 10 program, another program or an AAUW movie or book group. Consider asking a friend to join AAUW. Explain to your friends the many aspects of AAUW and the positive contributions of AAUW to the community, the state, and the nation. 
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branch BUSINESS meeting
Falls Church Community Center 
Sunday, November 10, 2:30 PM

 November 10th at 2:30 pm Julie Crane, Volunteer Coordinator of Homestretch, will join us for our regularly scheduled branch meeting at the Community Center. Homestretch is a non-profit organization in Falls Church City that addresses the root causes of homelessness. Many or the families they serve are fleeing for their lives [image: A logo for a company

Description automatically generated]from domestic abuse. Many are trapped in the cycle of poverty. All have children under the age of 18. Come learn about the programs for women and children provided by Homestretch.

We have chosen Homestretch as the recipient of our individual member support this year. Members are encouraged to volunteer, make monetary donations, or bring items from the Homestretch Wish List to our January Holiday Party. 
.  

 
save the date
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In cooperation with the McLean AAAUW branch there will be a Monday, December 2, 5:00 pm Zoom program with Representative Gerry Connolly to discuss the results of the 2024 General Election.







Public policy updates
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November 5 is Election Day.  November 2 is the last day for early in-person voting.  Be sure to vote if you have not already done so!



Supreme Court Allows Purge of Virginia Voter Rolls

Less than a week before the November 5 election, a divided Supreme Court (6-3) granted an emergency appeal from the State of Virginia, allowing it to continue removing individuals from the voter rolls.  The Court issued no rationale for its decision, as is typical for emergency appeals.  

On August 7, 2024 (exactly 90 days before the election) Governor Younkin directed the Virginia Department of Elections to identify and purge individuals from the voting rolls on an ongoing, systematic basis, using information from DMV registration forms, which have a question about citizenship.  Although aimed at noncitizens, citizens were also among the over 1600 individuals removed from the voter rolls.  Arguing that this action violated The National Voter Registration Act (NVRA), which bans voter purges within 90 days of an election, the Department of Justice and several private organizations sued the Governor and Attorney General. On October 25 District Court Judge Patricia Tolliver Giles found that this action violates the NVRA and issued a preliminary injunction stopping the removal of names from the rolls until after the election and directing those names that had been removed restored.  The 4th Circuit of Appeals upheld her decision.

Although the Supreme Court’s action means the State of Virginia is not required to restore the deleted names to the voter rolls, Virginia has same day registration, which allows eligible voters to register on Election Day and cast a provisional ballot.  A provisional ballot is counted after the voter’s eligibility to vote is verified.

Zoom Meetings on the Electoral College

The following two Zoom meetings, sponsored by the League of Women Voters, may be of interest to you:

The Electoral College Explained (Nov 24): The Fairfax Area League will be hosting an online program on the Electoral College on Sunday, November 24 from 3 - 4 pm. The guest speaker will be Dr. Jennifer N. Victor, an Associate Professor of Political Science at George Mason University's Schar School Policy and Government. To register and receive the Zoom link, go to: Electoral College.

The League's Plan to Abolish the Electoral College (Dec 11): The Virginia League will host a program explaining the League's "moonshot" plan to abolish the Electoral College. The online program will take place on Wednesday, December 11 at 7 pm. To register and receive a Zoom link, click here: Abolishing the Electoral College.

Lobby Corps

Plans for Lobby Corps training in November are under development, but the date has not yet been determined.  An announcement will be sent to the branch members once the training date is set.  For more information about Lobby Corps, contact Becky Gaul at beckygaul@verizon.net.
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Who does not love to receive a book for a gift? With that in mind, we held back several cartons of high-quality books at the end of the May 2024 book sale and will set-up a pop-up Holiday Book Sale in the portico area in front of the Falls Church Community Center during the Farmers’ Market on Saturday, November 23rd, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. We too are hoping to recruit a few volunteers and will have a sign-up sheet at the November 10 branch program meeting for those who would like to help us sell, set-up, sell or display break-down. If you cannot attend the meeting, but would like to help, please contact Aida Loomis at a7211@aol.com. 

Also, if you have books that you would like to donate, please drop them off at our November 10th branch meeting or Saturday November 23rd at the sale. There are some truly beautiful books in this collection, so even if you can’t volunteer, please stop by, and pick out a book for someone special on your holiday shopping list.   
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Movies & Books
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Movie Of the Month: Conclave  	

Cardinal Lawrence is tasked with one of the world’s most secretive and ancient events—participating in the selection of a new pope.  Surrounded by powerful religious leaders in the halls of the Vatican, he soon uncovers a trail of deep secrets that could shake the very foundation of the Roman Catholic Church.  The movie promises to be a holy thriller. 
 
Conclave is playing in area theaters and running time is 2 hours.  

This month, I plan on organizing a group movie excursion with lunch following since movie first showings are late morning or lunch time.  I am looking at a Wednesday or Thursday of the second or third week.  Email sconklin00@gmail.com and let me know your preferences.   We will plan from there.
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Virtual Movie Club


HOW TO BE A LIKEABLE BADASS! A CONVERSATION WITH ALISON FRAGALE!
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November 27, 2024
7:00 PM via ZOOM
Have you heard of Alison Fragale?  She is an organizational psychologist, professor, author and mom of three. She translates her behavioral science research into actionable tools to help women. Her book, Likeable Badass: How Women Get the Success They Deserve, is a national bestseller published in September 2024.  A great way to be introduced to Alison Fragale and her book is through a recent YouTube video. In this interview, Professor Fragale shares some of the tenets from her book such as status is more important than power, embrace your unique self, take risks, build partnerships and others.  How do we use these strategies for ourselves and the organizations we represent?  Come join us in this discussion.  

Watch “HOW TO BE A LIKEABLE BADASS! A CONVERSATION WITH ALISON FRAGALE”! on YouTube. Here is the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTb-FP0yuc0.  Runtime is less than 45 minutes.  Join the group via Zoom on Wednesday November 27th at 7:00 PM.  Please call or text Aida at 703 966 8050 if you are interested in joining any of our film discussion evenings.  All are welcome!
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Book Club

BOOK IN A BAG

Through our contacts at Mary Styles Riley Library in Falls Church we discovered a new resource called BOOK IN A BAG.  The bag contains 10 copies of your favorite novel or non-fiction book as well as a page of discussion questions.  A member can check out the books for 2 months and is responsible for return everything by the due date.

We are starting this new venture at our November 10 meeting.  Members will sign out a book at the meeting
and return it after our book discussion.  The first meeting will be on Tuesday, December 10 at 7:30 pm by Zoom.  You’ll receive the Zoom invitation the weekend before the meeting from our branch account, listed under Linda Lawrence. 

Our first selection is Sisters in Law: How Sandra Day O’Connor and 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg went to the Supreme Court & Changed the World by Linda Hirshman.  Join us to find out about these unique judges.

If you have any questions, contact Anne Baxter (vabaxter@verizon.net).


 Calendar

November 5, all day: VOTE and Graham Road Elementary School  Election Day Bake Sale.
November 10, 2:30 PM, AAUW-FC Branch meeting, Falls Church Community Center.
November 18, 7:30 pm, AAUW-FC Board meeting via Zoom.
Nov 23 Pop Up Book Sale 9-12.
Nov. 27, 7:00 pm, Virtual Movie Club
December 2, 5:00 pm Gerry Connelly 5pm zoom meeting
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In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks an inclusive membership, workforce, leadership team, and board of directors. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization based on age, disability, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, geographical location, national origin, race, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic status.



AAUW Falls Church pg. 2


image4.png
/\'k
Homestretch

Empowering Families to Rebuild Lives
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