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March Branch Meeting
When: Monday, March 13, 7:30 pm
Where: Falls Church Community Center, 223 Little Falls Road- In the Community Room
What: Branch business meeting which includes the elections of Chairs and VPs-How to Deliver
an Elevator Pitch for AAUW in preparation of the April book sale. Pictures may be taken for the
“I AM” Book.

President’s Letter
It seems March is not really sure how it is entering this year. We are going to concentrate on not
only coming in like lions with our March meeting, but also going out like lions as we gear up for
our April book sale. Please join us on Monday, March 13 for our annual business meeting and
AAUW in a Nutshell advocacy practice. Membership advocacy is not confined to just those
staffing the Membership Table at the Book Sale. We are all ambassadors for AAUW and the Falls
Church branch. We want to make sure everyone feels comfortable speaking about AAUW – how
it has impacted you, the satisfaction you derive from membership, and how the organization
supports its members.
If you have not yet signed up for Book Sale tasks, please see the Book Sale Volunteers Needed
for 200 Jobs article below. Mollie will have sign-up sheets at the March meeting as well. Also, if
you have not submitted a selfie for the “I AM” membership book, be prepared to have your
picture taken at the March meeting. Finally, in honor of Women’s History Month please enjoy
some thoughts on women who have inspired some of our members.
Warmly,
Kristan

FC AAUW Welcomes New Member Bobbi Graham
Our branch is fortunate to have a new member, Barbara “Bobbi” Graham, who accompanied her
husband to Washington, DC when he took a position with the Department of Energy.
Unfortunately, his job situation changed and they are returning to their home in Morgan Hill, CA
near San Jose. She will be with us until May and plans to accompany some of our branch
members who participate in Lobby Corps to have the “Hill” experience.
Bobbi grew up in Long Island and Connecticut so considers herself an East Coast person at heart.
She graduated from Dickinson College with a degree in Math which prepared her for her first job
as a computer programmer. She retired six years ago from her position as financial manager of

a thriving engineering firm in Silicone Valley.
Bobbi travels to visit with her two daughters, two granddaughters in California and two
grandsons in St. Louis.
She joined the Morgan Hill Branch of AAUW around 2001. She met two dynamic membership
VPs at a Taste of Morgan Hill fair who were persistent in extolling the virtues of their branch,
which enjoys a high profile in their community. Their branch has about 60 members. Last year
they made $40,000 with an AAUW Tech Treck program held at Stanford U. for middle school
girls. Attendees are recommended by their teachers. They often have financial challenges and
may need encouragement to consider the possibility of a college education. This is one of the
many community/public service activities the branch supports.
Bobbi likes to stay active. When she moves she finds opportunities to make new friends and
nurture a sense of community in her new environment. In the few months she has been in No.
VA, she has volunteered at the Virginia Hospital Center and become treasurer of another
organization. She also shared that she is a quilter.
We will enjoy her company for as long as she is here. When Bobbi returns to the Morgan Hill
Branch she can tell them how the Falls Church members of AAUW lobby on the Hill.
Lobby Corps
Sally Brett & Becky Gaul visited the office of Senator Richard Shelby (R-Alabama) for AAUW
Action Fund Lobby Corps

This photo was taken when Sally Brett & Becky Gaul visited the office of Senator Richard Shelby
(R-Alabama) for AAUW Action Fund Lobby Corps. They were lobbying for continued support for
Title IX as a follow up to confirmation of Betsey DeVos as Education Secretary. Shelby just
happened to come into his main reception area as Sally & Becky were waiting to speak to his
Education Legislative Aide. His staffer took the photo as he spoke briefly to our members before
heading on into his office. He talked to Sally about their Alabama college connections but didn't
have much to say about Title IX.

Book Drive Underway
Collection Bin at Community Center or Deliver to Youmans
Book collection...already started. If your friends or neighbors are cleaning-up or downsizing they
can donate their books to our sale and help send a girl to college. We are looking for gently
used books of all kinds: hardcovers, paperbacks, fiction, nonfiction, children's and more!
Donation is Easy. Deposit good, clean, saleable books in the book collection bin at the Falls
Church Community Center between March 1 and April 2. Or bring them to Mary Youman's
(4419 N. 18th Street, Arlington) during book sorting (10-3 any Saturday in March between 9am
and 3pm). If that isn’t convenient, call the Youmans (703/528-8993) for a time to deliver the
books.
Donations are 50% tax deductible. Value assigned by the donor. Sale profits fund scholarships
for local girls and AAUW’s national scholarship program for women and girls. So when you
donate a book, you help send a girl to college.
Guidelines for book donations. Our customers don’t buy magazines, textbooks, encyclopedias,
old reference books, or books that are damaged, moldy or in poor condition – no matter how
meaningful they are to the donor. So please explain to people that we accept only saleable
books in good condition and remind them about the list of things we can’t take. The other
books, unfortunately, should be recycled.
You can help. Sign up to help at the March meeting or call Mollie Jewell 703-941-5643 with
your questions or to volunteer. Or visit Signup-FC AAUW 2017 Booksale.

March your calendar:
Book Sorting Saturdays starting March 4
Setup - April 6
Book sale – April 7-8

Book Sorting – Every Saturday through April 1
Location: 4419 N. 18th Street, Arl. 10am to 4pm. Call 703-528-8993.
Watch your emails for make-up dates, if needed
With sale time approaching, sorting has started. Aside from good weather, our biggest need is
YOU. We have lots of books to sort before the sale.

Sorting basics. We sort from 10am to 4pm in the Youman’s driveway (4419 N. 18th Street,
Arlington), so dress for the weather. We suggest layers and sunscreen.
Never sorted before? Don’t worry. No experience is necessary, we offer on-the-job training.
And we have uploaded our “How to sort books” onto Google, so you can see it at
<Book sort fact sheet>. And we invite all book sorters to share in a simple lunch each week, so
you don’t have to worry about getting hungry. And, remember, book sorters get first crack at
purchasing the books!
Talk to Mollie Jewell 703-941-5643 with your questions or to volunteer.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Book Sale Volunteers Needed for 200 Jobs
Yes, I counted them all. Including pre-sale jobs and selling and follow-up, we
have over 200 distinct jobs. Many of you have already signed up for jobs, but
we need MORE! As always, we need your help with the book sale! Our biggest
need is for your help
• Sorting books … Saturdays in March (Sundays in case of rain)
• Selling books… at sale (April 7 and 8
• Posting publicity … April 1-April 8.
Sign up at the March meeting, call Mollie Jewell 703/941-5643, or signup online - Signup-FC
AAUW 2017 Booksale for selling. If you don’t receive the email with the link to the online signup sheets, contact Mollie Jewell (703-941-5643) or gjewell@cox.net.
Book Sorting
Sorting is our biggest effort staring in March. We’ve already told you about sorting above. But
it’s an important job and FUN, too. It’s also a good way to meet people, so we don’t want you
to miss it.
Publicity
Publicity is key, because it draws paying customers. Pick up your posters and book marks at the
next meeting or sorting session and signup for a convenient location. Start distributing book
marks NOW. And hang the posters the week of April 1.
This year we are trying to increase our online publicity. If your organization has an online
presence, please copy and send the “blurbs” below at the appropriate times.
At sale jobs
We have several different jobs at the sale. The two main jobs are selling and straightening
books. Both are covered by the job title of Book Handler, signup at Signup-FC AAUW 2017
Booksale.
The goal of straightening books is to keep things looking good, tempting buyers to stay longer.
Pick a table that is fairly empty of buyers; smile and tell them what you are doing and go to it!
Make sure the spines are all facing the same direction. Consolidate loose boxes by moving books
from the floor or combining boxes. If there is space, spread out the boxes enough that people

don’t have to crowd to see them. The goal is to make the sale as easy and inviting for buyers as
possible. This is the job for people who don’t like handling money or want to exercise their
inner neat-nic.
Selling books is what it’s all about! The job is comparable to retail clerking; if you like
books, people, or money, it’s really rewarding. There are 70 distinct jobs during the
sale, so sign up for at least one 3-hour shift! The link is Signup-FC AAUW 2017
Booksale.
Volunteer for many jobs!
Remember, you don't need to limit yourself to just one job. We're recruiting people to help
with almost 200 distinct tasks to prepare for and run the book sale. Sign -up at the meeting or
Signup-FC AAUW 2017 Booksale. If you have any questions or suggestions, or wish to volunteer,
call Mollie Jewell 703-941-5643.

AAUW Educational Foundation
Our book sale helps women and girls.
Are you wondering where our money goes? Well, our
branch provides scholarships to local high schools girls
and grants to local organizations helping educate girls.
We also donate generously to the AAUW Fellowships
(third largest donor in Virginia in 2016).
AAUW is the largest source of funding exclusively for
graduate women in the world, supports aspiring
scholars around the globe, teachers and activists in
local communities, women at critical stages of their
careers, and those pursuing professions where
women are underrepresented. AAUW awarded $3.7
million in funding for more than 230 fellowships and
grants to outstanding women and nonprofit
organizations in the 2016–17 academic year.
Falls Church AAUW expects to complete funding the endowment for a career development
grant with this sale, at which point this grant will help women return to university for education
to advance their careers. It will join our fully funded American Fellowship grant that is
supporting Monish Roa’s fellowship at American University this year. Monisha’s goal is to work
as a prosecutor on litigating sexual assault and domestic violence cases.
What happens when you educate more than 12,000 women from around the world?

AAUW Educational Equity Booksale
Falls Church Community Center
April 7 and 8
Promoting education and equity for women and girls
Thank you for your donation of:
_________ Soft cover books
_________ Hard cover books
_________ Other:
Value to be established by donor.
50% Tax deductible.
Profits to AAUW scholarships for girls.

______________________
__________
Falls Church Area AAUW
Date
(703) 941-5643
http://fallschurcharea-va.aauw.net/booksale/
Falls Church AAUW 2016

Blurbs for local online publications
Release: through March 26.
Cleaning-up? Down-sizing? Donate your books in March.
The Falls Church Area American Association of University Women, AAUW, is collecting books in
March. Books are for the annual book sale to be held on April 7 and 8 at the Falls Church
Community Center. The book sale benefits scholarship/grant programs for women, including
local Falls Church high school girls.
Donating couldn't be easier. Contact me at _[enter your contact information]___. Or just
deposit your good, clean, saleable books in the book collection bin at the Falls Church
Community Center (223 Little Falls Street, Falls Church) in March. For donations of multiple
boxes, contact (703) 941-5643, gjewell@cox.net.
The AAUW needs all kinds of books: hard-covers, paperbacks, novels, non-fiction, children's,
cookbooks, etc. that are suitable for re-sale. No magazines, encyclopedias, text books, or
damaged books, please.

Release: April 1.
Readers…Antiquarians....Mysteries...Cooks...Historians...Children...Bargains!
Come to the book sale April 7-8 in Falls Church.
Sale is Friday April 7 (9 am - 9 pm) and Saturday April 8 (9 am - 4 pm) at the Falls Church
Community Center, 223 Little Falls Street, just off Route 7 in the city of Falls Church, sponsored
by the American Association of University Women, AAUW.
More than 40,000 books for browsing and buying. Huge selection of hardback, paperbacks,
fiction, and non-fiction of all kinds. Most books priced at $3 or less. The book sale benefits
scholarship/grant programs for women, including local Falls Church high school girls.
For more information about the book sale, visit http://fallschurcharea-va.aauw.net/booksale or
call (703) 941-5643, molliejewell2@gmail.com.

April 8 – Saturday night Book Sale Celebration Dinner
After helping out at the book sale, plan to attend the annual Book Sale
Celebration on Saturday night, April 7 at Panjir restaurant in Falls
Church (still at their original location: 924 W Broad St, Falls Church, VA
22046). Don’t miss this very special (and fun) event -- it’s a great
chance to celebrate our success.
PS. We are looking for a volunteer to host event and manage the dinner signups. The host will
follow-up with our existing reservations and arrive early to ensure all is well.

“I AM” Book
Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated to help put our "I AM" book together to be
available for the book sale. This book is one of the ways we let interested women know who we
are and what our passions are.
Anna, our new Communications Chair, has posted the I AM Book information request letter Kitty
announced at the February meeting. lt is posted on our FC AAUW website. Click on the Member
Center banner at the top right hand side of the page. [New members - if you need the member
password shoot Kitty an email at: kittyrichardson6@gmail.com ]
The instruction letter is the last bullet (Information Request for I AM Book) in the documents list
at the top of that next page. Anna also converted the letter from Word to PDF to ensure all
members can access the document.
It’s important for all members to have a photograph in the “I AM” book. Feel free to submit your
favorite selfie, or be prepared for the paparazzi at the March meeting. We can pull this book
together quickly. It will be a help during our book sale and for a long time to come.

INSPIRATIONAL WOMEN
In celebration of Women’s History Month, I asked some of our members to showcase women
who have or are currently inspiring them. They have plumbed their hearts and share the below
with you. Thank you to all women everywhere who lead by example, with quiet strength or loud
roars. --KKM

“Women Who Inspired Me” by Martha Trunk
My mother – she could always find money to make sure we had the extras.
My High School Counselor – taught me not to quit.
My neighbor who read books.
My first boss – a women who’d made it in a man’s field in 1964.
My last boss – a women who always had her ear to the ground, finding new programs with little
budgeted money, networking to get knowledge and help and who let me try approaches that
had failed in the past and despite incredible pressure for management stayed the course.
My fellow AAUW members who are still doing things to make the world a better place.

“Profile of a Woman Who Inspires Me” by Anna Shaffer
Helen Keller has always been a very inspirational woman figure in my life from early childhood
when I read and wrote about her life. Helen's achievements changed the world especially for
the handicapped by giving millions hope and courage to be successful to follow in her
footsteps. Helen was an accomplished author of many books, first deaf blind person to earn a
bachelor’s degree, prominent political and social activist, renowned speaker, and truly loved by
many around the world. Helen's biography has always given me the drive to strive harder in
pursuit of setting and achieving goals throughout my life. And, knowing that even if I do not
succeed at times that at least I stepped out of my comfort zone to do different things that I
thought were beyond me.

“Guiding Lights” by Kristan McMahon
My life has been peppered with adventurous women, both those I’ve known in real life and
those who have be aspirations. The kindergarten teacher who brought in interesting food to
expand the palates of five-year-olds beyond macaroni and hot dogs. The second grade teacher
who recognized a feminist in the making and let me write about Susan B. Anthony, Eleanor
Roosevelt, and Amelia Earhart, but also nurtured my introverted side by letting me read at
recess in a comfy chair. The three aforementioned famous women, among many others, about
whom I have devoured biographies, novels, movies, and documentaries. My mother, who
always told me I could be whatever I wanted to be because she had long been frustrated by
those who told her she had to be something because that was what women did. (That worked
out just fine until I told her I wanted to be a Catholic priest because he got to stand up in front
of people to talk and they had to pay attention.) I wouldn’t be who I am if even one of those
women hadn’t been who she was.

Book Club News
AAUW Falls Church Book Group Special event: Providence Players. Respond by March 8th
Anne Baxter is coordinating our Book Group March event. We will be attending "To Kill a
Mockingbird" presented by The Providence Players at The James Lee Community Center on
Sunday March 26 at 2:00 PM.
The price for tickets is $17 for seniors and $20 for adults. Please let Anne know by March 8th if
you would like a ticket. Anne's email is vabaxter@verizon.net.
We will also be discussing the play and the book after the performance over dinner at Anthony's
restaurant for those who want to go. It is not necessary to have read the book to attend the
dinner.
Here is a synopsis of this classic: To Kill a Mockingbird (To Kill a Mockingbird #1) by Harper Lee
The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of conscience
that rocked it, To Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant bestseller and a critical success
when it was first published in 1960. It went on to win the Pulitzer Prize in 1961 and was later
made into an Academy Award-winning film, also a classic.
Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A Mockingbird takes readers to the roots
of human behavior - to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and hatred, humor
and pathos. Now with over 18 million copies in print and translated into forty languages, this
regional story by a young Alabama woman claims universal appeal. Harper Lee always
considered her book to be a simple love story. Today it is regarded as a masterpiece of American
literature.
Paperback, 50th Anniversary, 324 pages
Published May 23rd 2006 by Harper Perennial Modern Classics (first published 1960
Characters: Scout Finch, Atticus Finch, Jem Finch, Arthur Radley, Mayella Ewell...more
Literary Awards: Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (1961), Audie Award for Classic (2007), National Book
Award Finalist for Fiction (1961), Alabama Author Award - Fiction (1961)

Nominating Committee
A sincere thanks to members who helped with the nominating committee process. Mary
Youman, Susan Conklin, Becky Gaul and Anne Baxter helped Kitty to seek candidates for
Treasurer and Membership VP. Thank you to those members who responded to committee
members and seriously considered if they were able to fill the positions for the next two years.
The results of hard work on the part of committee members are as follows:
Treasurer:
Anne Baxter has offered to serve as treasurer for a two year term. This will be in addition to
many other activities she is involved in on the long term. Therefore, Anne states she will need
extra help with the treasurer’s duties involved in the book sale each year. A huge thank you to
Anne for offering to serve.

Membership VP:
One of our newest members, Shannon LaBarbera, has enthusiastically offered to serve on the
membership committee. Since she is new to AAUW Kitty will serve as Co-Membership VP and
mentor Shannon for the first year. Shannon and Kitty plan to have a group of volunteer
supports who can help with membership tasks, such as greeters at our meetings, volunteers for
other annual events like the August New Member Tea, the Falls Church Fall Festival booth, etc.
Elizabeth Kessel has agreed to continue to be our diversity visionary bringing community and
educational events to the attention of the membership committee.
Several other members who contribute in many ways have also offered to be supportive of the
membership committee. Kitty and Shannon welcome further offers of help.
Membership is every member’s business to help the branch grow.

Reminder to Complete the News Survey
A special thanks to the members that completed the News Survey. For those still needing to
complete the survey please be mindful that the deadline date to fill out the survey is March 31,
2017. Refer to the News Survey email that was sent to you by Anna Shaffer on February 24 for
the link to access the survey, alternate methods of completing the survey, and the survey
instructions.
The purpose of the survey is to determine how members prefer to receive their news.

Grant Approval
Do you know a deserving organization who could benefit from a Special Projects Grant?
We have recently provided support to the AVID Program at JEB Stuart High School,
Aurora House, and for a George Mason University student to attend NCWSL.

Events at GMU
Women Writing Now: A Discussion of Contemporary Women Writers
March 7, 2017 5:00 p.m. Merten Hall 1202
The fourth annual Women Writing Now event discusses contemporary women writers and their
current works. Participants will have the opportunity to discuss quotes and writers works more
generally and discuss these writers as social justice advocates and their works as social action.
The event is sponsored by Women and Gender Studies and University Libraries. Light
refreshments will be served.
Women’s History Month Screening
March 9, 2017 3:00 p.m. JC Meeting Room F
Women’s History Month Trivia
March 22, 2017 JC 239A
Come join us for a night of trivia where the categories are related to women's history. Come
with teams, or form them when you arrive! Snacks will be provided!
Women’s History Month Open Mic
March 30, 2017 7:00 p.m. JC Bistro
Join us for a powerful ending to Women’s History Month as we bring poets, musicians, and
community members on stage to perform their personal pieces. Refreshments will be served.

Program Notes:
Invitation to Women's History Month reception March 14
Great opportunity to show AAUW's face at a gathering of influential women to recognize
Women's History Month at the Fairfax County Government Center. See the details
below. Fairfax City and Reston-Herndon branches might especially be interested since you are
reasonably close to the Center; maybe Vienna, too. But all of you please let your members
know, especially those passionate about women's history. I know that Sandy Lawrence, our
state co-president, plans to go and maybe Susan Burk, our district co-rep. Please join them!
--Caroline Pickens

To Northern District Branch Members
Below is a flyer for a very interesting program on March 19 with the Alexandria Branch. The
speaker is also a member with impressive work background.
From: Caroline Pickens, Northern District Co-Rep

Women's History Month Event with Tinner Hill Heritage Foundation: A Walk through
History
AAUW is invited to participate in the Falls Church Women's History Walk on Sunday, March 26
from 2:00-5:00 p.m.
It will be a combination of history, wellness, community and education, hosted by the Tinner Hill
Heritage Foundation and the six women elected to serve in Falls Church.
See the attached flyer for details. The walk will end at the Falls Church Community Center with a
Community Resource Fair. We hope the AAUW will set up a table and be part of this.
If you are interested, please register from the link on the flyer.
We will be adding the names of participating organizations and will begin to promote it to the
community later this week.
We want to do two things - walk - to promote healthy living. The difference with this walk is the
walk would be a history walk and we would highlight the history of women who have been
instrumental in shaping the history of Falls Church. We would begin at the Tinner Hill Historic
Site and end at Cherry Hill Park (weather permitting). Persons who come to mind are Maddy
Gundry, Mary Ellen Henderson, Sarah Wren (widow of James Wren architect of the Falls Church,
who emancipated the enslaved people willed to her by her husband after seeing they were able
to read), Betsy Read, who helped her father run a school for free and enslaved people in Falls
Church before and during the civil war. Viola Hudson, who advocated & got mail service and
electricity for African American areas in Falls Church. She also organized a girl scout troop for
black girls.

A Thank you from GMU Women’s E-Learning in Leadership (WELL) team
We received a thank you letter from WELL thanking all our members who worked so hard to
raise the money to give this grant.
February 12, 2017
To AAUW- Falls Church Branch in VA
Dear Ms. Richardson,
On behalf of Women’s E-Learning in Leadership, the WELL team at George Mason University
would like to thank The American Association of University Women’s Falls Church branch for the
generous, $500 grant. We pledge to use this money strategically in order to advance the
Project’s missions to empower young emerging women leaders.
We appreciate your support, participation and collaboration with WELL's activities. We are
humbled to be acknowledged, and validated by the AAUW - Falls Church branch. WELL has been
registered as a not-for-profit organization (501(C)(3)) and we are currently going through the
necessary steps for the IRS Tax number. We are in the process to establish the WELL- Student
Union at George Mason University and also planning a range of seminars and a mentorship
program for students during 2017. We hope some of senior members of AAUW would be
interested in connecting with our young students.

Thank you again, and I look forward to our future collaboration.
Fariba Parsa,
Founder and President of Women's E-Learning in Leadership, WELL, George Mason University,
email: fparsa@gmu.edu, phone: 617-893-0365

Calendar of Branch Events
March 13

Branch meeting at the Falls Church Community Center, 223 Little Falls Road,
7:30pm

April 6

Book Sale Set-Up afternoon, Falls Church Community Center, 223 Little Falls
Road

April 7-8

Falls Church AAUW Book Sale, Falls Church Community Center, 223 Little Falls
Road

April 8

Book Sale Celebration Dinner Saturday night

The American Association of University Women promotes equity
for all women and girls, lifelong education, and positive societal
change. In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse
membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this
organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual
orientation, national origin, or disability.
http://aauw---va.aauw.net

